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THE IMPACT OF WAR
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WOMEN IN PAKISTAN

Although it is a powerful state and occupies an important place in the global economic,
political and cultural reality, social life in Pakistan is characterized by great inequalities
and gaps. The patriarchal system has a long tradition and has left its indelible marks on
the social situation of this Asian country. Similarly, women in Pakistan are treated
differently than men and most of the times, their treatment is unfair and far worse than
that of men.

The position of women in Pakistani history and society has changed several times. The
constitution of the Republic of Pakistan recognizes equal rights for women, giving them
the right to work, vote and be educated on equal terms with men. In the 20th century,
women gained the right to climb to higher social positions, such as that of the president of
Pakistan, the prime minister or the speaker of the parliament. Despite these rights,
however, women are daily victims of discrimination and different — often worse -
treatment than men. Of course, religion has played a catalytic role in shaping women's
social profile. The dominant religion in Pakistan is Islam, and its holy law, Sharia, has

quite conservative positions regarding the place of women in society.

According to research by international organizations, Pakistan is ranked as the third most
dangerous country in the world for a woman to live in, after Afghanistan and the Congo.
Regardless of the position to which a woman belongs, women are subjected to
approximately the same forms of violence: blinding with acid if they refuse a marriage,
rape, etc. In some regions of the country, many women are even prosecuted for witchcraft
(1), while marriages of little girls is common. That's why parents who have girls only
teach them how to be good wives. Of course, if they are allowed to come to life, since
abortions of girls or deaths of female infants are common in the country. There is a
frequent preference for sons because they can be useful in hard farm work.Women are of
course discriminated against even in matters of diet, with boys enjoying the best food.
This creates health problems for women, combined with the very poor health system that
exists in the Asian country anyway. Women in hospitals need different treatment than
men. It is estimated that a significant number of women in Pakistan marry before the age
of 18, usually to much older men chosen by their parents. Despite these sad facts about the
reality, in recent years it seems that there is hope for change. Most Pakistani women go to
school normally, are educated, have the right to study, vote naturally and work.

There is also the possibility of social advancement - although difficult - which can reach
the highest positions, as we predicted. Real change, of course, has yet to come to the
country and there is much room for improvement. Of course, this is also the big bet, for
which many more efforts will be needed to achieve. A first step is being taken by
international NGOs, although the respective governments of recent years do not seem to

have as their first ¢ he improvement of women's living conditions
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COUNTRIES TO VISIT
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CHRISTMAS IN COUNTRIES

CHRISTMAS IN

Christmas in Italy is as diverse as the country itself. In Italy,
Christmas runs from December 8th (the Feast of the Immaculate Conceptiocn)
to January 6th (the Epiphany). It’s a season when Italians spend time
with their families and shop at outdoor markets. Christmas in Italy isn’t
just folk customs and mounds of food - for many Italians, it’s a pious
celebration. Vatican City in Rome boasts numerous Christmas-themed
religious events and attractions - including the papal midnight mass
(Christmas Eve) and a giant fir tree hoisted high in St. Peters Square.
The tradition of the nativity scene comes from Italy. What is considered
the first nativity scene in history (a living nativity scene) was set up
by St. Francis Of Assisi in Greccio in 1223. However, nativity scenes
were already found in Naples in 1025. In Italy, regional crib traditions
then spread, such as that of the Bolognese crib, the Genoese crib and the
Neapolitan crib . According to tradition, the Christmas Eve dinner must
not contain meat. A popular dish in Naples and the South is eel or
capitone. A traditional dish from Northern Italy is capon (gelded
chicken), consumed especially in Piedmont and Friuli-Venezia Giulia. Lamb
is more common in Central Italy. Lastly, In 1938, under fascism, the so-
called "Fascist Befana" was introduced during the Christmas holidays, a
demconstration for charitable purposes.
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